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May 4,2001 

Dear Congr»3man Wdlec 
W« met bfiefly at a ttmd cusiixg event about tlixee yeaA 3gt>. I own a small 

labocatQty that deals p^matily wilii CSHA, rrhted -vronkpLice chenucal s^ie^ i»uesL I am 
fotwarding this letter to yon via Ms. Joaa De Maeb to espscss my conccms over the 
poUtid^atiioii of OSHA and &c EPA duosg tbe last ci^c ycaiS-

Tlie Republieatft Party ^ras coiTBCt in xemanditig OSHA'S cfgooonuc alandaed. It was 
moic of a poluical payOtFto tii« unions dun an effoit to impiDTc wodcec safety. HJowevec, 
mr gcratex concern is the political ^ n d a expxessed by the EPA on axviionmefiEal issues, 
Tdviaii^g tbe unpoxcance of ̂ o d eavimnmeDtal policy by demagpguing an issve such as 
atsenic in water is politics at m woist Youx dFotr to cceatc the JoHet Arseoal xpildltfe 
Pceseive convinces toe that you onde^scand this. 

The EPA enjoys a h ^ level of gopdmll and traat among die gcaczal pubHc; sadly 
this cni9t is laigely undesetvcd and th<it facx. must be made known if the £PA's agenda is to 
be challenged. 

You tuay recall tiie majot news sioiy of last yeac that NICOR had contaminated 
hundxcds of Q u o ^ area home} with meccusy when they temovcd old ^ s meters. 
Typically, this caused major ovei-teaoion to ifae ptohlem by sixessing the possibility oF 
danger to the public's childioi' 

My cos^any tnannfartmas end-ofwservioe-life indicaioxs for rcspiotOrs that are 
worn by technicians when cleaning up spilled meccut}'. Thezefoie, I -vas awace of the ccue 
csxteQt of the problem-

All gas metezs cuanufactuzcd piior to die rmd^970's contain mexcuxy as a pees^uie 
regulator. When these meters ist rcpliced vmh newer models, mercury spills may occur. 

'Thus, honu^ contsounsted wiih sigoificanc levels of mercuiy ate not '̂"11^*'̂  10 the Chicago 
area. Mercuiy contgininaiaon is a potegtial problem in any home built bcfone 1975> Not 
surpxisingj the cost to cIean-\^ contaaunated homes nationwide was ioinally cjtixoated at 
$100 + miUion-

Quicdy, cbc mercury issue has liisappeaocd and che E)t'A and the media are now 
fooiaed oa arsenic I am privy 00 some insight chat is aot xvidely Imown on the xnercuxy 
issue: The Axxaaitfj General of the Scite of OHnois wodced with the Federal EPA to address 
the mefoiry spills in the Qiica|§o aicflL I h e EPA noci&ed all naoval gaS provideis in ihe 
Untied States of ibe pocential for spQ jjroblems and ihen decided to drop the issue. In 
ondec to do Aat legalfy, the Fedetal EF A has sc-wnttm their mercury nidations to exempt 
mercury spills in private homes and ha:: increased allowable mesmty levels in homes by 3 03 
5 fold 

The ttal questioa is: Why would the EFA rewrite dieir siaadacds to allow cbildarm to 
be exposed to meccmy ta rheir homes .it levels 3 to 5 times geeaeer than, what was pfcviooaly 
consid«ced safe? Here I rely on educai^ spcctilaiion. Mercury spills naaonwide are not a 
new problem; just an old problem receiiiily brought to the public's atrendoa. 
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The amount of mocucy diat may be apillcd when removing an old gas meter can 
take 30 years ot loog^ to folly dispese. ttis puabable that oiany £uailie9 have hyed wsih 
mercory contaaxunsnoa is thdrbasauents foe maoyyeaxB. WI7 aren't the children sick? 
Explatotog that phenotDenon is a prableto fot the EPA. 

If yt>u check tbe records. yoow,iU Sad that the EPA'S final se^anoo under Clmion 
-was for lawez meicusy emissions levels 60m c<>al fired power pkmts. If the childim ase not 

^ - ^ sick fixm meecury io ^ c s basexaetus, how can die £PA justify even stocter mexcuty 
^ s^iiiadonfotin^txy? 

I suggest that viih some coopesition ftoffl othen, membeis of your staff caa 
confion this iofotmiitioiou The ptiblic deserves to knovr if the EPA is proteciiag tbe people 
oc its own political agenda. Ezpostog tbt*: tmifa will eaeoucage the public to address 
environmental Issues 00 a sound scientific basis rather than miainibaaation and emoboo. 

I place.my5eIfatyous disposal shauld you find tbis att-trnpoztaat issue to pursue. 

Sinceie ECgaids, 

Thomas D. Klingoez *"*^^ 
Pttaideat 
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